The paper examines the use of 'faith' in football through the analysis of the patterns of its co-occurrences in the corpus of football news articles in The Star, a local Malaysian English language newspaper. These articles have been produced by the local news authors who claim to be the faithful of particular football teams. The use of 'faith' has been found to express and call for the allegiance towards the preferred teams which is addressed to the audience in general. In this sense, the overdetermined role of the authors as the news producers and the supporters of certain football teams may contribute to how they are represented in the media. Moreover, 'faith' has often been limited to religion and little is known about its use in sport and representation. Hencethe investigation is aimed at making sense of the meanings of 'faith' in the context of football to further unveil its role in the discourse of representation. The results reveal the co-occurrences of 'faith' with the vocabulary of religion simulating interdiscursive relations that strategise on theologising the representation of the news participants in attempts to legitimise the allegiance to particular sides in football naturally. Consequently, using faith of religion to call for faith in football may lead to the glorification and derogation of certain football teams that further influence their representation as 'Us' or 'Them'. As this practice may also be accepted as a common practice indicating sports rivalry, it also makes 'faith' a naturalised code without appearing to be ideological.
INTRODUCTION
Expressing 'faith' in particular athletes or teams may be considered as a normal practice in sport, hence, making the use of 'faith' appear to be naturalised in the environment of football news. Nevertheless, as those who call themselves as the faithful of a team happen to be news authors whose audience involves the public, such a practice may influence how the team is represented in the media, either as the favourites or the villains. As mentioned by Campbell (2019) , language choice represents social inclusion in Malaysia. Hence, choosing to express faith in a certain team while rejecting their rivals may contribute to the 'Us' versus 'Them' narrative.
According to Fairclough (2001) , a practice that seems to be 'universal and commonsensical' is often taken for granted as it has 'become naturalised' and thus, is 'invisible ' (pp. 27 & 71) . One way in which 'common sense' is realised is in the 'meaning of words' based on its relationship with other words that constructs its meaning within that particular environment (Fairclough, 2001, p. 77) . This can be uncovered by analysing 'collocations' or 'patterns of co-occurrence of words in texts' by 'simply looking at which other words most frequently precede and follow any word which is in focus, either for all religions and religious beliefs ' (p. 530) . It is regarded as the 'formally stated beliefs' in which 'millions congregate' to 'houses of worships' which are akin to the stadiums in order to 'bear witness to the manifestation of their faith' (Hoffman, 1992, pp. 6 -7) . Sport fans' commitment to sports acts as a 'symbol' of faith in the sporting figures whom they regard as the 'earthly gods' (Delaney and Madigan, 2015, p. 263 ) who are also considered as 'sacred' as religion (Prebish, 1993, p. 262) . Hoffman (1992) described the nature of the commitment as 'beyond what might be considered ordinary ' and of 'radical' one (pp. 1 -2) . It is the intensity of the commitment or 'devotion for sport' that made it 'religious' (Hoffman, 1992, pp. 1 -2) . According to Delaney and Madigan (2015) , 'fans are told to have faith in their team, especially in times of turmoil, much in the same manner that religious people are told to have faith in times where they doubt their religion or "God's plan" ' (p. 262) . As sport is 'uncertain and uncontrollable', the religious sense of 'faith' works to 'conquer fear, weariness, slumps, and negative attitudes' (Hoffman, 1992, p. 168) . Thus, this can help the followers (of sport or religion) to cope with bad times (Coakley, 2007, p. 530) .
'Faith' as the Latin word has the 'same root' as the 'Greek word, peitho' which refers to 'a goddess' as 'a prodigious phenomenon' that can 'persuade others and holds supernatural and almost magical power' (Pernot, 2006, p. 245 ). In addition, peitho also means 'to persuade' and 'to obey' (Burke, 1969, pp. 51 -52) . Kenny (1992) viewed that the religious 'faith' is persuasive as it is referred to as 'a special kind of belief on theological topics' which 'has often been contrasted with reason ' (p. 47) .
The similarities between 'faith' of religion and sport indicate 'interdiscursive relations' in which Fairclough (2003) referred to as the relations between the texts and other elements such as 'discourses, genres and styles' as well as the 'social elements' (p. 37). Wu (2011) viewed interdiscursivity as 'the mixing of diverse genres, discourses, or styles associated with institutional and social meanings in a single text' (p. 96). Interdiscursivity is marked by 'hybridity' or 'mixing of social practices' such as 'conversationalization' as the 'conversational language' is adopted in 'radio talks' or 'broadcast news' (Fairclough, 2003, p. 35) . Through mixtures of discourse conventions, the intentional exploitations of semiotic resources or the internal and external discourse elements act as an appropriation strategy to implicitly convey certain ideas in attempts to influence others. In this respect, Stapleton, Evans and Rhys (2019) perceived that interdiscursivity analysis could help explain the appropriation of religious discourse in the pro-anorexia movement. CONCEPTUALISING THEOLOGISATION 'Theologisation' is derived from the concept of 'theology' that concerns religion as discussed recently (Alston, 2019; Peters, 2019) . Very few have reported on theologisation in other fields. Abraham and Rufaedah (2014) , for instance, referred to 'theologisation' as the infusion of religion into the studied field. In their case, it concerned the role of theologised psychology to move away from social conflicts. In relation to sport, Bain-Selbo (2019) discussed the role of religion in ensuring people's well-being and morality. In the present context, the notion of 'theologisation' is formed based on the relationship that 'faith' has with religion.
METHODS
The corpus under investigation contained football news articles published in the sports section of The Star namely, Football Every Day. The study concentrated on the articles produced by the local authors and excluded those that were reproduced from other news media like Reuters and The Sun UK. This was to ensure that the findings were representative of the local voice. Hence, the corpus covered news reports on the local and international football. Additionally, it included reports on the competitions that were on-going for several months such as the Premier League and the Super League and excluded those of one-time events such as the Charity Shield and friendlies. Longer duration of the events was expected to demonstrate richer linguistic resources that could be captured as a result of the long-term display of commitment to the competitors.
The process of data collection, which was based on the articles on the local and international competitions, took 15 months to be completed. The selection of data helped to clean the corpus from irrelevancies, redundancies and repetitions to further concentrate on its consistent patterns. The articles included news on the local football in the general section of Football Every Day and those in the Football War column that specifically featured four international football clubs, namely Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool and Manchester United. In total, the corpus contained 1,311 texts with 485,862 words.
The corpus analysis involving concordance and collocation was intended to identify the patterns of occurrences and co-occurrences of the nodes ('faith' and its lemmas). The analysis of concordance identifies the occurrences of the word under investigation (node) in a corpus that are listed according to the context of normally five words to its left and right. These occurrences were further studied in terms of their associations with other words that revealed the pattern of their relationships. To refer to these words, the paper opted for a general term which is co-occurrence that refers to instances beyond five collocated words for wider contexts. The co-occurred words were analysed in order to establish the context of their use. Then, the co-occurrences were examined in terms of their semantic prosodies to identify the discourse producer's attitudes. The associations can indicate positive and / or negative value based on the analysis of semantic prosodies or 'attitudes' (Baker, 2006, p. 87; McEnery & Hardie, 2012, p. 136) . They were compared with 1 million word written texts of the reference corpus such as BNC to ensure that the findings were representative of the 'normal' occurrences (Baker, 2006, p. 43) . This way, the analysis can provide 'evidences' that can help substantiate the findings and at the same, work as 'checks and balances' for a more reliable interpretation of the data (Mautner, 2008, pp. 44 & 49) .
Next, the findings obtained from the corpus analysis were discussed from the perspective of Discourse Analysis (henceforth, DA) to further understand the patterns of the co-occurrences. The combined methods help to complement the findings obtained from each analysis as corpus analysis tends to be 'descriptive' while a critical view of DA may be 'explanatory' (Baker, Gabrielatos, KhosraviNik, Krzyżanowski, McEnery & Wodak, 2008, pp. 279 & 281) .
FINDINGS: THE CONSTRUCTION OF 'THEOLOGISATION' OF 'FAITH' IN FOOTBALL NEWS
The corpus analysis performed on the corpus of football news and the reference corpora, BNC of written texts indicate the co-occurrences of 'faith' with the vocabularies of religion and supernaturalism as discussed in Hoffman(1992) , Pernot (2006) , Coakley (2007) . This pattern of use unveils the attempts to theologise the discourse that are aimed at manufacturing mutual consent to how the actors in football news are represented as 'Us' or 'Others'.
CO-OCCURRENCES OF 'FAITH'
A concordance analysis of 'faith' shows the co-occurrences of 'faith' with the actors in football news who were actively and passively involved with particular teams. Those actively involved were the coach and players while those passively involved were the followers who were also the news producers. Additionally, the analysis reveals that these actors, in relation to 'faith', assumed the role of the agent(s) and (or) beneficiaries. This pattern of use indicates that 'faith' was meant for specific actors and context (see Table 1 ). For example, in the articles involving the local football teams such as Terengganu and Sime Darby, the coach or players acted as the agents while those in the international football teams such as Chelsea and Liverpool, the followers became the agents while the teams were identified as the beneficiaries in relation to 'faith'. 
Chelsea (5)
We have faith in Suarez and the team to deliver! Source: Tengku Zafrul Aziz, (2011, September 10). Football War.
Liverpool THE CO-OCCURRENCES OF 'FAITH' AND RELIGION
A further analysis of the co-occurrences of 'faith' indicates its associations with the vocabulary of religion as listed in Wann, Melnick, Russell and Pease (2001) such as 'devotion', 'ritual', 'dedication', 'sacrifice', 'commitment', 'spirit', 'prayer', 'suffering', 'festival', and 'celebration' (p. 198) (see Table 2 ). This pattern of use indicates the similarities between the behaviours of the followers of religion and those of sport that are 'radical' in nature (Hoffman, 1992, pp. 1 -2) . In this sense, they appear as an 'analogy' that compares 'faith' in religion to 'faith' in sport (Wann, Melnick, Russell & Pease, 2001, p. 198) . In religion, these words are meant for 'god' while in sport, they are displayed towards the athletes or teams who are regarded as the 'earthly gods' (Delaney & Madigan, 2015, p. 263) . Similarly, in the present context, these behaviours are associated with particular football teams or the actors associated with the teams like the player, coach (local football) or manager (international football) and followers. For instance, the words 'devotion', 'dedication', and 'commitment' which are, in the context of religion, used to denote obedience to 'god' and religious beliefs, in examples (6) ('Liverpool fan') and (7) ('new signings' of Kelantan), they are used to express adherence to particular teams in the same manner as practiced in religion. 
Manchester United
In addition, the idea of 'routines' in religion such as 'prayer' and 'ritual' to appeal for one's well-being is used in football as sport is 'uncertain and uncontrollable' (Hoffman, 1992, p. 168) . In example (8), the 'prayer' was invoked for the well-being of Sime Darby FC. Next, the sacking of 'Andre-Villas Boas' was considered as a 'ritual' as it was a common practice for the Chelsea owner to discontinue the service of the team's manager whenever he underperformed.
As the religious followers are described as willing to 'sacrifice' and 'suffer' for the sake of their religious beliefs, the followers of football teams are also expected to do the same (Hoffman, 1992) . In example (10), 'Lim Chee' as a Liverpool supporter would rather 'sacrifice' Suarez (a Liverpool star player) for the sake of the team. In the case of the players of T-Team in example (11), their 'suffering' serves as an excuse for their underperformance.
The uncertainties in sport (Hoffman, 1992) can be used to justify the support for the teams in their good and bad times. Additionally, they may also promote acceptance of the teams' misfortunes. In example (12), the Arsenal followers were praised for maintaining their support of the team despite their defeat as religious followers would behave when disasters struck. In this sense, the 'real spirit' celebrates loyalty rather than emphasizing on the match outcome.
To reward its followers, happy occasions in religion can be regarded as 'festival' and 'celebration'. In football, these words are used to refer to the events that excite the teams and their supporters. In example (13), a series of football matches which was described as 'festive' was considered as joyful moments for football fans. Additionally, the predicted victory of Manchester United in example (14) was regarded as a 'celebration' for their supporters.
CO-OCCURRENCES OF 'FAITH' AND SUPERNATURALISM
The corpus analysis also reveals that 'faith' has co-occurred with the words that indicate supernatural influence such as 'luck' (including 'lucky' and 'unlucky'), 'miracle', 'fairytale', 'magic', 'Midas', 'Santa', 'curse' and 'karma' (see Table 3 ). The use of the vocabulary of supernaturalism communicates their influence on the fate of the football teams. These supernatural entities might not necessarily be limited to the religious god but might also include those of the superstitious beliefs and unknown forces of nature. Consequently, their co-occurrences seem to demonstrate neutral, positive and negative attitudes based on the analysis of their associations or prosodies.
The associations with 'luck', and its lemmas, 'lucky' and 'unlucky', for instance, indicate all the three different attitudes. 'Luck' that co-occurs with 'ball game' indicates a neutral attitude as its association with football is considered as a natural phenomenon despite being a significant force in influencing future events. 'Riding on their luck' indicates positive prosody as it describes Newcastle United as the privileged sides to have been blessed with positive outcomes. Although these positive outcomes are implied as a temporary phenomenon, the use of 'luck' portrays Newcastle United positively as a better team than their opponents except the 'big teams'. Similarly, the 'slice of luck' in example (17) became the cause for the positive outcome for Manchester City that made them the privileged sides. Like Newcastle United, Manchester City were blessed with 'luck' as they managed to escape from the committed foul and turned it into a score from a penalty kick that allowed them to overcome their opponents. Other examples include 'luck will rub off' and 'Lady Luck' that could bring victory to the teams. A Kelantan player wished that the Armed Forces player's luck would be infectious to his team so that they could overcome their opponents. Next, 'Lady Luck' was believed to have the power to grant an advantage or a victory to Chelsea against their tough opponents, Barcelona.
Besides, some instances involving 'luck' also indicate negative prosody. 'Bad luck' in example (20) describes Manchester City as the disadvantaged sides due to the tight match schedule that could cause the players to be physically exhausted. Similarly, 'rotten luck' can be seen as the source of Arsenal's (as represented by their manager, 'Arsene Wenger') strings of misfortunes that affected their players in terms of transfer deals, injuries and suspensions which could weaken the squad. The lack of 'luck' for Terengganu as they were 'down on their luck' and the Armed Forces as their 'luck ran out' seemed to cause their misfortunes that were intensely compared to as 'casualties' and 'a bitter pill to swallow'.
Being 'lucky' depicts Manchester United as the referees' favourites which further made them the privileged sides against their opponents. The co-occurrences of 'lucky' and 'charm' associate the player and his teams ('Hairuddin Omar') with consecutive victories in the 'Malaysia Cup'. However, being 'unlucky' causes 'Liverpool', the team that the author supported, to suffer from mishaps. In this example, the use of 'faith' emphasizes the author's belief in the association between 'unlucky' and unhappy endings.
Other words like 'miracle', 'fairytale', 'magic', 'Midas' and ' Santa' indicate positive prosody as they correlate with the teams' happy endings. In example (27), the word 'miracle' which co-occur with 'believes' associates the belief in the better future for Arsenal ('Gooner') with divine intervention. Similarly, the word 'fairytale' incorporates the supernatural element in the description of a victory as an unbelievable experience particularly for Kelantan and their followers. According to Zipes (2011) , a fairy is considered as a 'supernatural creature' (p. 239). As depicted by the French women writers, the fairies are characterised as 'witchlike and had supernatural powers that they used to test or contest ordinary mortals' (Zipes, 2011, p. 225) . Other victories associate the coaches with magical powers. Kelantan's victory in example (29) was due to (Sathianathan's) 'magic' while Selangor's victory in example (30) resulted from P. Maniam's ability that was compared to the 'Midas' touch' which refers to the 'legendary king of Phrygia' who can convert everything that is touched into gold ('Midas', n. d. para 1).
Besides, the advantages gained by Manchester United as their rivals 'dropped points' and their underperformed player ('Jonny Evans') rested due to an injury are associated with 'Santa' in example (p. 31). 'Santa Claus' is known as an 'imaginary' creature that has the power to fulfil wishes (Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 2015 , p. 1329 . These advantages represent the wishes that came true for the 'Manchester United fans' as they would provide more opportunities for the team to perform better in the competition.
The last two words, 'curse' and 'karma', indicate negative prosody as they are associated with the teams' misfortunes. In the context of example (p. 32), the no win result for Manchester City is compared to a 'curse' that is associated with the 'Black Cats' which also refers to Sunderland, the opponents of Manchester City. It is believed that meeting a black cat can result in bad luck. The double meanings in 'black cats' that refer to literally, the animal and metaphorically, the team (Sunderland) showed the influence of paronomasia in animating the influence of the curse. In this case, the curse resulted in 'Manchester City's' inability to defeat Sunderland ('Black Cats') which were, ironically, the season's bottom of the league team. Moreover, with the game ended in a draw, the curse on Manchester City caused them to fall behind their closest rivals, Manchester United, due to the team's lack of points. Similarly, the word 'karma' is associated with Barcelona's defeat to Chelsea. The use of 'karma' implies the power of an unknown force in ensuring that one's fate is the result of his or her previous actions. Based on the example (p. 33), the author was a Chelsea follower and Barcelona were his team's tough opponents. Hence, 'karma' is used to justify Barcelona's defeat due to their perceived misbehaviours on the field ('cheating', 'diving' and 'playacting') which also made them the villains who were unworthy of a victory. In addition, it is used to rationalise Chelsea's victory as the team are depicted as a better team than their opponents.
CO-OCCURRENCES OF 'FAITH' IN THE BNC
The corpus analysis of the written texts of BNC to observe the 'normal' use of 'faith' shows its occurrences in the context of religion. The concordance lines reveals a pattern of its use in prayers or religious writings concerning Christianity and its followers (see Table 4 ). Let us pray for the church and for the world and let us thank God for His goodness Almighty God, our heavenly father, you promised through your Son Jesus Christ to hear us when we pray in faith. (36) …take care of us Your people who embrace the cross of Your son and desire to move forward in faith in the power of Your Spirit and to the glory of Your name Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We pray to you for the stalwart faith, which gives to us, while we live in Your created world (38) We pray that each member of the church in our land may know the love of God the Father, the strength of God the Holy Spirit and the friendship of God the Son, and be willing to share their faith with those who are not yet followers of our Saviour.
...you promised through your Son Jesus Christ to hear us when we pray in faith.
Take our lips and speak through them, take our lives and purify them, so that we too may be faithful witnesses to the truth which has set us free.
We pray that you will strengthen your church in this parish and throughout the world to be more faithful in its witness.
The analysis of collocation, which examines five words to the left and right of 'faith', identifies 'God', a concept that is explored in religion (Durkheim, 1915; Weber, 1993; Swanson, 2001) , as the most likely collocate (see Figure 1 ). The incorporation of the religious 'faith' in sport witnesses the adaptation of its meanings in the different contexts. While 'faith' in sport is addressed to football players and teams and used in football news, the BNC shows that it is directed to 'God' with references to 'Christianity' in religious writings involving prayers and sermons. The employment of the interdiscursively linked vocabulary across the different discourse types witnesses the appropriation of the semantic properties of 'faith' that further contribute to its recontextualisation of meanings in religion and sport. In this case, the notion of 'faith' in God is applied to 'faith' in football teams and players. Consequently, the recontextualised 'faith' tends to highlight the influence of the supernatural beings (religious god, unknown forces et cetera) on the players' and football teams' gains and losses. Cox, Navarro-Rivera and Jones (2014) reported that half of the American sports fans believe in the role of supernatural beings in sports by praying to God, believing in the curse that befell their team and God's power in deciding the fate of their team. Izutsu (2012) discussed the magical function of words in animating the supernatural power through 'spells and incantations, blessings and curses, oaths, prayers, etc.' which he called 'verbal magic ' (p. 72) . The uncertainties of what the future may hold rationalises the associations with favourable and unfavourable situations by encouraging readers to maintain adherence to their team like a 'faithful' follower who would remain adherent to his religion regardless of the blessings and disasters that take place in everyday life. According to Hoffman (1992) , 'if sport is to be regarded as a religion, attacks upon its practices must be regarded as attacks upon faith' (p. 59). This not only makes sport as sacred as religion, but it also maintains the followers' obedience and loyalty to the beneficiaries of 'faith'.
DISCUSSION: THEOLOGISATION AND THE CONSTRUCTIONS OF 'US' AND 'OTHERS'
The foregrounded influence of supernatural beings on the team's fate through theologisation strategy works to maintain loyalty and acceptance of the favoured team's fortunes and mishaps by promoting religious way of behaving in sport. Moreover, it also serves to rationalise the team's gains and losses as 'destined' to happen to further legitimise their advantaged or disadvantaged positions. This also means that it enables the shifting of the blame due to the team's mishaps such as defeats, injuries and underperformances which can serve as an excuse for their undesirable circumstances. In addition, it also provides the justification to their position by evaluating the circumstances that favour or disfavour them as deserving or simply 'meant-to-be'. The circumstances that favour the team produce desirable outcomes and thus, placing them in the advantaged position. In contrast, the circumstances that disfavour the team result in undesirable outcomes and consequently, causing them to be in the disadvantaged position (see Figure 2 ). This creates social divisions in football teams in which Delaney and Madigan (2009) believed that due to the competitive nature, sports teams, in general, identify other competitors as rivals. Wann, Melnick, Russell and Pease (2001) also mentioned that sport fans have the tendency to label the teams as the preferred 'heroes ' and despised 'villains' (pp. 70 & 86) . In the present context, the theologisation strategy naturally divides the teams into the deserving privileged and the undeserving disadvantaged as 'Us' as well as the undeserving privileged and the deserving disadvantaged as 'Others'. The deserving privileged are the teams that are viewed as worthy of the favourable circumstances while the undeserving disadvantaged are the teams that are considered as unworthy of the undesirable circumstances. Both groups are categorised as 'Us' as they are depicted in a favourable manner. In contrast, the undeserving privileged are the teams that are viewed as unworthy of the advantages awarded to them while the deserving disadvantaged are those that are accepted as worthy of the undesirable circumstances. They represent the villainous 'Others' as they were rivals to the preferred teams.
Attributing future events to the supernatural influence enables the deserving privileged and undeserving disadvantaged to maintain their superiority over the 'Others' regardless of the situation that they are in. The deserving privileged such as Chelsea, Manchester United and Kelantan were awarded with the advantages as the supernatural powers sided with them. In example (19), 'Lady Luck' was implied as favouring Chelsea. Manchester United became privileged in example (24) as they were bestowed with 'luck' by escaping punishments or gaining more free kicks which enabled them to overcome their rivals more easily. Again, in example (31), due to Santa's influence, Manchester United were presented with the opportunities that enabled them to lead the table as their rivals' were unable to score better points and their underperformed player were rested from the game. Similarly, Kelantan's victory was even regarded as a fairy tale. These examples work to justify that the advantages earned were the result of the supernatural influence. In this sense, the justification serves to rationalise and further legitimise the teams' position as the privileged sides. Additionally, the association with the supernatural beings releases the news producer from being perceived as favouring particular teams. For the undeserving disadvantaged such as Arsenal, Terengganu and the Armed Forces, as their mishaps were attributed to the supernatural influence, it allows these teams to be excused from their disadvantaged position and further releases them from being blamed. This enables the blame to be redirected to the supernatural beings rather than the player or the team and hence, it also allows them to escape derogation. For instance, the defeats involving these teams in examples (21), (22), (23) and (26) were caused by the teams' perceived disassociation with 'luck'.
The lack of the supernatural influence on their side causes the deserving disadvantaged such as Manchester City and Barcelona to suffer from misfortunes. In example (20), Manchester City were portrayed as worthy of the hectic match schedule as they were the author's favourites' (Manchester United) closest rivals. Therefore, the advantage on Manchester City's side was necessary for Manchester United to secure a better position in the competition. Similarly, in examples (19) and (33), Barcelona were depicted as worthy of losing to the author's team (Chelsea), not only because they did not have 'Lady Luck' on their sides, but also because of their wrongdoings on the pitch which made them the villains. In the case of the undeserving privileged such as Newcastle United, their success was perceived as a temporary deal as it resulted from the supernatural influence and not because of their true ability.
CONCLUSION: THEOLOGISATION AND THE NATURALISATION OF THE REPRESENTATION
Theologisation strategy reveals the foregrounding of religion and the supernatural in the recontextualised 'faith' in football. The universality of religion as 'a socially shared set of beliefs' (Coakley, 2007, p. 530 ) and its sanctity (Durkheim, 1915) can naturalise the endorsement of the ideas associated with it. This includes the supernatural influence on the future events that can lead to desirable and undesirable situations. For religious followers, beliefs in the supernatural influence can be accepted as natural and commonsensical. As Fairclough (2001) mentioned, naturalisation is the 'royal road to common sense' as it is embedded in the 'taken-for-granted background knowledge' (p. 76). Theologisation of 'faith' represents a social practice that is naturalised as it promotes the acceptance of the desirable and undesirable situations that, as religious followers believe, are destined to happen. Additionally, it also shows how a word that may seem to be neutral in its meaning like 'faith' can serve as a naturalised code without being ideological. Thus, by adopting the vocabulary of religion in football, news authors who have the authority in officially disseminating information to the audience while assuming the role of the faithful of their team seem to allow them to be legitimately partisans without appearing to be so. In this sense, these overdetermined identities not only enable them to express their allegiance, but they also help to naturally promote their team in their call for faith. Besides, it also works to rationalise and justify the teams' privileged or disadvantaged position as predetermined by the supernatural intervention as in the case of Manchester United against their rivals, Manchester City. The beliefs in the supernatural have been discussed pertaining to intergroup relations (Kurzban & Christner, 2011) , ingroup loyalty (Graham & Haidt, 2010) and social compliance (Bourrat, Atkinson & Dunbar, 2011) .
